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Flanders, a renovation wave 
front runner?
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What’s your goal?



Flemish renovation target

"Label A by 2050 and evolution to sustainable heating"

Not enough, but are we on track?



Flanders: we are on track… to postpone challenges



Flanders: we are on track… to postpone challenges

Current rate:

● 3000 deep renovation p.a.

● 10.000 renovation p.a.



Access to renovating for all?



Flemish renovation support scheme goal

"In order to spend scarce public resources optimally, these incentives  

are targeted as much as possible to target groups that would not be 

able to afford the renovations without them (45%) by making the 

access and level of support more often income dependent."

But is that what happened?



Income based renovation bonus

● Flanders →Bonus is a success

○ Double the expected applications

○ Almost 50%goes to the lowest income group



Income based renovation bonus

● In reality:

70%of the population is in  

the lowest income group

More than 50%of the bonuses go to  

the 30%highest incomes

No proven additionality →renovation rate <1%

Income based Renovation Bonus

Right framework but implementation ineffective and deceptive



Income based renovation bonus



● Still no access to renovation for low incomes

○ e.g. reduced interest loan

→€275/month for 25 years

○ New instruments needed!

Further differentiation:

Income based renovation loan



Bullet Loan Fund, to the rescue?

● Just €30 mln →max. €1,8 mln per municipality

● Only accessible if municipality can covers the overhead costs

→€9000/case

● In reality:

○ Only available in a few cities

○ max. 36 renovation per city

Right framework but ineffective and unaccessible



Flanders, top of the class?



Exceptional policies in Flanders?

Euhm yes and no (right framework but ambition is lacking)

● Renovation obligation to label D at property transfer



Exceptional policies in Flanders?

Additional effort needed from the second worst student of the EU class
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The importance of debunking 
false narratives
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